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Town Council Report for February 2014 
Parks and Recreation Activity Highlights: 

 
 
 

Zionsville Parks Golf Course (ZGC) 
 This month was our third highest reported gross operating profits recorded for the month of February 

at ~$7,987. Only 2013 and 2010 were higher (and 2010 was only by about $1,000 dollars). The three 
years that generated lower gross operating profits for February averaged around $1,000 lower than 
what we generated this month. These dollars would be from the sales of the several types of seasonal 
passes. Over the past several years, we have run an early bird special that gives a small percentage 
discount to help generate more consistent cash flow earlier in the year. With all the snow this year that 
is especially important as few people are thinking about golfing right now. We normally shoot for the 2 
or third week of March to open (last year it was on the 23

rd
). But it seems like this year that will be 

problematic even if the weather moderates. The snow cover is preventing us even getting on the 
course for general winter clean up (and we have had two minor floods this winter as well) 

 

Other Highlighted Matters 
 The first of the two minor floods mentioned above under the golf course entry (just before Christmas), 

only left the banks in some of the parks and didn’t seem to do much lasting damage in the park system 
other than the normal deposition of silt, sand, and debris. However the small flood in mid -February, 
crested at about 9-10 feet. This is about the same or maybe a bit less than 1 foot higher than the 
earlier minor flood. It too only left the banks in limited areas (and as is traditional, more in the southern 
reaches of Eagle Creek than the northern). However it did cause some additional bank slumping in 
Starkey Park. This has occurred in the critical area of the previously shifted streamside trail. This is the 
area we targeted for the 2014 LARE Grant and this incident illustrates how critical getting that grant is. 

 On Friday afternoon, February 14
th
, Therese Burkhart, the Interpretative Naturalist at the Zion Nature 

Center gave her two week notice with 2/28 being her last day. A two pronged approach was initiated 
beginning that same Friday evening. The first was contacting several key professionals in the local 
Park and Recreation and interpretative fields (including an Assistant Director who oversees the 
Interpretative Program at the State Parks) so as to identify if there were staffers whom they know who 
could help in an interim basis to help tend to the animal care at the center and supplement the part-
time staff which Therese had scheduled through the end of March. The second prong was 
implemented within the next few days of the first prong and comprised notices in three professional 
interpretative and park publications that qualified resumes are now being accepted. These are on the 
National Association for Interpretation’s website (which is the association that provides the 
professional certifications that are required for the position) and also the (national) Association of 
Nature Center Administrators and Indiana Park and Recreation websites as well. We have several 
communicative activities with the Friends of Zion Nature Center group’s officers as this situation 
evolves and resolves. This includes 3 or 4 phone conversations between staff and the officers as well 
as several emails. One of the scheduled meetings (with Park Board President and the Friends) was 
cancelled by the Friends due to weather concerns and Park Staff has another one scheduled the 
afternoon of the Council meeting. Also the Park Board President has been in contact with the Friends 
leadership as well, including emails and the yet to be rescheduled, weather-impacted meeting. All told 
there have been around 12-15 communications with the Friends in two weeks time. 

 Park Staff benefitted from attending educational, training, and certification sessions put on in 
conjunction with the State Chemist office. This helps keep various certifications current. 


